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SENATOR HIGGINS: ...you' re asking to increase the chairman from
38,500 to 45,000. I s that a 15 percent increase or . . . I k n ow i t
is more than 10, is it 20?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I t's about $8,000, I mean about $7,000.

SENATOR HIGGINS: W h at percentage of an increase is that?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: S enator Higgins, not trying to be f a cetious,
smart aleck or anything el se, I' m a state sen ator, not a
mathematician.

SENATOR HIGGINS: We l l , I ' m j us t l i k e y ou .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: N o , here is the, right, look...the reason.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Is it a 20 percent increase, Ernie?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Prob ably something like that, bu t I don ' t
want t o d ea l w ith th e p erc entage because I think there is a
dollar amount that ought to be paid an d tha t's w hy I didn ' t
write a perce ntage on there. If it would have been 50 percent
t o b r i ng i t up t o t h i s l ev e l , t hen I wou l d h av e d o n e t h at . I n
the same w ay that if our salary is looked at that we' re asking
for in term s of a perce ntage in crease, i t is more than
100 percent. But when you start at such a low level you deal
with a dollar figure rather than the percentage, so that's why I
didn't talk about it from a percentage standpoint.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Ok ay, thank you, Senator. I d on't think I can
join my friend, Senator Chambers, in this increase. First of
all, I hea r so many people in Omaha, every time they read the
World-Herald a nd t hey se e where som ebody w as sen tenced t o
30 years and he is paroled in five years and then, bingo, he' s
out in six months and he has gone and c ommitted a nother cr ime
for which we have to go through all the expense of giving them a
trial and appeals, et cetera, et cetera, and they go right back
i n . I t h z nk t h i s i s t he f ee l i ng o f t he pe op l e t h at I v i s i t
w ith. T hey don't think a great deal of this Parole Board. T he y
don't think th ey are doing their job and I'm inclined to agree
with them when I see the number of people that are pa roled a nd
go ri ght b ack to the prison system. Th a t is not so bad, I can
u nderstand them not being rehabilitated. There isn't a whol e
lot in t hat pe nitentiary to rehabilitate anybody, but to give
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